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 Knowledge   

Progression 

The children will study of an aspect or theme in 

British history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066 

 

The children should be taught about: 

Ancient Greece - a study of Greek life and 

achievements and their influence on the    

Western world. 

Pupils should be taught about: 
The achievements of the earliest civilizations  

The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 
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Topic World War II 
Why was winning the Battle of Britain in 1940 so 

important? 
We will learn all about World War II. Children will learn when 

WWII began and find out about the key individuals and countries 

involved. We will discover all about the evacuation; learn what it 

was like to live with food  rationing and explore the contribution 

made by women to the war effort. We will learn about the    

important facts about the Holocaust and investigate event that 

were key turning points in the war, such as the Battle of Britain 

and the German invasion of Russia. 

 Why was winning the Battle of Britain in 1940 so important? 

How serious was the risk of invasion by Nazi Germany in June 

1940? 

What did Hitler need to achieve if an invasion was going to     

succeed? 

Why did Britain win the Battle of Britain? 

The Greeks 

The story of the Trojan Horse: historical fact, leg-

end or myth? 

This enquiry invites the children to explore the causes 

and consequences of the Trojan War, to evaluate the 

conflicting evidence relating to the famous story of 

the so-called Trojan Horse. Did the Trojan War really 

end with the defenders of Troy being duped into both 

accepting a huge hollow horse and then wheeling it 

back into what until then had been an impregnable 

fortress? The children interrogate and reflect upon the 

nature of the evidence that exists to corroborate the 

story. They can also consider alternative viewpoints 

that have been formulated by modern-day historians 

and archaeologists.  

Is there sufficient evidence to ascribe the status of 

historical fact to the story, or whether an alternative 

label - ‘legend’ or ’myth’ - is more  appropriate.   

Rivers  
How did a pile of dragon bones help to solve an 

Ancient Chinese mystery? 
What was odd about the dragon bones that 

Wang Yirong bought? 
What do the engraved bones tell us about the 

beliefs of the Shang? 
Why do we know so much about how some 
people lived at the time of the Shang and 

hardly anything about others? 
Rise and fall – How did the reign of King 

Cheng Tang compare with that of King Di Xin? 
What made Fu Hao stand out from the crowd? 
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Knowledge   

Progression 

Children should be taught about: 
A local history study: 

a study over time tracing how several 
aspects of national history are reflected in 

the locality (this can go beyond 1066) 
 

Children should be taught about: 
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots. 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 

Confessor. 

Children should be taught about: 
A study of an aspect or theme in British history 

that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 
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Topic The Tudors  
What are the Tudors famous for? 

 

The children will compare the very different lives 
of rich and poor people in Tudor times and study 
the difference in lifestyles and living conditions. 

We will start by thinking about what life was like 
in Tudor times, before looking in more detail at 
aspects such as housing, food, entertainment, 
crime and punishment for both rich and poor  

Tudors. 

Anglo Saxons and the Vikings 

Who were the Anglo-Saxons and how do we know what 
was important to them? 

Why did the Romans leave Britain? 
Who were the Anglo-Saxons and why didn’t they choose to live 

in the towns the Romans left behind? 
How did the lives of Anglo-Saxons change 

after Ethelbert met Augustine? 
How did converting to Christianity change the lives of people in 

Britain? 
What does Sutton Hoo tell us about the Anglo-Saxon world? 

What did the Vikings want and how did Alfred help to 
stop them getting it? 

What was the ‘terror’ that appeared in Britain on June 8th 793? 
Why was the design of their longships so important to the  

Vikings? 
What were the two treasures that most Viking Norsemen 

wanted from Britain? 
Viking horned helmets – historical fact or myth? 

Why is Alfred the only King or Queen of England to have ‘the 
Great’ after their name? 

The British Empire 
Why did Britain once rule the largest  

Empire the world has ever seen? 

Why was it said that the sun never set on The 
British Empire? 

Why did Britain build an empire around the 
world? 

What happened to The British Empire? 
What happened in Britain between 2 April and 

14 June 1982, and why? 
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